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President's Message
by Laura Singletary

As I put my thoughts together to write an inspiring
message, I find myself searching to say the right
things. I have so many blessings and I am secure
and safe. Sometimes I almost feel guilty for how
much I have; my home is a beautiful place to live. I
cannot conceive what the people of Ukraine are
living through. Yet the strength of the human spirit is
revealed in news stories. Stories I love to hear are
about the perseverance and conviction of victory the
people express. I wonder, why is this happening? I
cannot answer that big question, so I focus inward. 

Holidays bring out the time to be with family and
share happy meals.  We give thanks for our family
and express our love to one another. May the days
ahead bring you joy and happiness.  

CLICK HERE for LWV Dare Board of Directors/Leadership

League of Women Voters Sponsors

Upcoming Events

Important events can be found on the League's Calendar at the League of Women Voters of Dare
website. Click HERE to view the calendar of events. 

Holiday Luncheon Fundraiser
Friday, Dec 2, 11:30 am-1:30 pm
Duck Woods Country Club
50 S Dogwood Trail

Board Meeting
Wednesday, Jan 18, 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Kitty Hawk Town Hall (turn right at sign onto Shelby Ave)
101 Veterans Memorial Blvd.

https://lwvdarenc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/LWV-Leadership-Photos2022-23.pdf
https://lwvdarenc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/sponsors-1.pdf
https://lwvdarenc.org/calendar/
https://lwvdarenc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RdPZCMpP3u4
https://www.wral.com/nc-supreme-court-orders-multimillion-dollar-fund-transfer-for-leandro-education-plan/20555778/
https://youtu.be/RdPZCMpP3u4


Membership
by Susan Merrill

This holiday consider the gift of membership! Short of ideas of what to get for certain someone's in
your life? Instead of scrolling through pages and pages of suggestions by Amazon, why not shop
local and get that person a membership to the League? With monthly luncheons, lectures, and other
fun and educational events, it is truly the gift that keeps giving all year long. And who knows? Maybe
a one-year membership turns into a longer commitment to the League.

If you plan on rejoining please do so ASAP. You can use the website with a credit card: Join LWV-
Dare. or snail mail at PO Box 689, Kitty Hawk, 27949. 

If you are unsure if you’ve already renewed you can drop me a text at (703) 328-1863 or email
at semmerrill@gmail.com. 

See you soon!

Holiday Luncheon and Silent Auction

Friday, Dec 2nd
11:30 am-1:30 pm
$25 per person – Soup, Salad and Desserts

Duck Woods Country Club
50 S Dogwood Trail, Southern Shores

Speaker: Barbara Davidson, Executive Director, Dare Education
Foundation

Ms. Davidson has held leadership roles in non-profit, private, and
independent school settings for the past 20 years. Her work has been
recognized by the President’s Committee on the Arts & Humanities, the
National Endowment for the Arts for Excellence in Education, and the Carnegie Mellon Foundation
Improvement Scholars Network.

Barbara will share an overview and examples of the Dare Education Foundation’s 20 years of
supporting excellence in our schools and our vision for the future.

https://lwvdarenc.org/become-a-member/
mailto:semmerrill@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Duck+Woods+Country+Club/@36.1076264,-75.739067,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89a520170ec2fd07:0x128f3a15042f0ba9!8m2!3d36.1076525!4d-75.736982


Special Guest: Fleck, of OBX’s Ascension Music Academy, will accompany the festivities on the
piano.

ERA News
by Judy Lotas

We see equality in their futures
 
The Equal Rights Amendment, written a century ago, has been
passed by Congress and ratified by 38 states. According to
Article 5 in our Constitution, the deed is done.
 
Then why won’t the Archivist publish it?
 
This remains mysterious to ERA advocates. The last
administration said ‘don’t publish’. The current administration
insists Congress must decide. Congress says it is an Executive
task and the president must instruct the Archivist to publish.
 
Isn’t this crazy? Any child can tell you that fair means fair, no
excuses. Women should have rights under the law equal to
those of men. But we don’t and never have.

LWV of Dare welcomes the Notorious
RVG
 
The big purple Ruthless Vote Getter came to the
Outer Banks on November 5. League members
met the RV at Waveriders, Outer Banks Brewing
Company and on Queen Elizabeth Avenue in
Manteo to urge voting and hold conversations
about ERA.
 
The Notorious RVG has toured the southeast
with good cheer and excellent information about
ERA and the benefits it affords all of us—
women, men, everyone. The van was dreamed
up by Kati Hornung of VOTE EQUALITY and she drove it here herself. Kati and her team
were instrumental in gaining Virginia’s ratification in 2020.

Meanwhile, look what Nevada did!
 
During the mid-term election advocates managed to
get a new, expanded version of the Equal Rights
Amendment on the ballot as Question 1: an
amendment to the Nevada state Constitution. It
reads:

Sec. 24. Equality of rights under the law shall not be
denied or abridged by this State or any of its political
subdivisions on account of race, color, creed, sex,
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, age,
disability, ancestry or national origin.

 



It passed with 58.6% of Nevadans voting YES. New York is now formulating a similar
question for the next election. Let’s go, NC!

After the Gavel Recap
by Rosemary Rollins

A Report on Women's Reproductive Health Options in North Carolina
Public event held on November 3rd by LWV of Dare County

Well over 40 people gathered at Jennette's Pier on Nov. 3rd to hear an expert panel speak
about the state of reproductive healthcare in NC since the Dobbs decision. The panel of four
included a government medical expert, an OB/GYN doctor from the Outer Banks, a
representative of Planned Parenthood NC, and a lawyer from the ACLU. Other speakers
were invited but declined the invitation. All the facts were presented. Here is a short list:
-As of today, abortion is legal in NC up to 20 weeks of pregnancy. The election could
determine if this remains true. Some running for office would favor a 6-week ban or no legal
abortion.

-Abortion is illegal in many neighboring states, so women are traveling to NC to obtain
abortions.

-25% of women will have an abortion in their lifetime. Reasons for abortions include fetal
abnormalities and miscarriages.

-At 20 weeks, organs are developing in the fetus, and if there is a problem, that is when it will
show up; however, if there is a problem, a woman cannot get an abortion after 20 weeks in
NC, so some are forced to travel outside NC to receive help or medical care. Others are
forced to bring the pregnancy to term.

-Late term abortion is extremely rare, only 1% of cases, usually due to devastating medical
problem with the baby.

-Barriers in obtaining care, including medically unnecessary, state-mandated restrictions like -
North Carolina’s 72-hour forced waiting period. 

-The closest Planned Parenthood clinic to the OBX is Virginia Beach, then Wilmington or
Raleigh.

-Travel costs, time off from work, and other considerations impact our most vulnerable
populations.

-The Dare Health Department services Medicaid patients and paying patients with insurance.
They provide pregnancy prevention and counseling and birth control. Bills are rendered on a
sliding scale according to ability to pay.

-Women's health doctors on the Outer Banks focus on prevention, counseling, and give
comprehensive guidance and care with compassion and without judgment.

-The legal expert explained that doctors in NC are concerned about how to support people
from out of state and providers who are overwhelmed, but are not being sued at this time.

-The doctor on the panel stated that some patients are looking into sterilization since they are
afraid to risk pregnancy. When asked about resources, this website was given:
www.carolinaabortionfund.org helps women find locations to obtain abortions in NC. 

https://www.carolinaabortionfund.org/


United States Supreme Court Watch
by Laura Singletary

On December 7 2022, the U. S. Supreme Court will hear Moore v. Harper case. North Carolina’s
Speaker of the House, Tim More (R), is suing a voter named Rebecca Harper, over a Congressional
map drawn by the state’s GOP-controlled legislature. The North Carolina Supreme Court struck
down this map as a partisan gerrymander in violation of the state Constitution.

North Carolina lawmakers have appealed the ruling to the US Supreme Court, putting forward a
dangerous theory known as the “independent state legislature theory,” or ISLT, which argues that
state legislatures have unconditional power to legislate on election issues and cannot be reviewed
by any established checks and balances, like a governor’s veto or a state court’s ruling. If
successful, the ruling from the current Supreme Court could hand state legislators the powers to
manipulate our elections and undermine our votes, neither state courts nor governors could not stop
them. 
 
Read more about this case on the LWV website HERE.

Video: Who Protects Your Vote? The 'Independent State Legislature Theory,' Explained: 

2022 Elections
by Laura Singletary

Dare League of Women Voters thank the Dare County Board of Elections, Kelly McPherson,
Senior Elections Specialist and Jackie Tillett, Director. Together they held a safe and fair
election for Dare County voters. 

On November 18th, the Board completed canvass and certified the election results for all
sixteen precincts. Ms. Tillett reported 56.19% turnout; 17,916 voted out of 31,884 registered
citizens. 

https://www.lwv.org/blog/state-legislature-seeks-unchecked-power-over-elections-moore-v-harper


Pictured are Randy Fenninger (D), Kelly McPherson, Jackie Tillett, Ken Bukantas (R),
Aida Havel (D), Jim Clark (R), Skip Saunders (D)-chair, front row are Kathleen Levitz-
LWV observer and Carol Warnecki (R)-observer.  

Citizens Guide Request
by Rosemary Rollins





Heather Cox Richardson

Encourage Students to Join the League for FREE

NC Supreme Court Orders Fund Transfer for Leandro

Men and Women in the Workforce

Election Results 2022 Dare County - Island Free Press

LWV National Press Releases

LWV National Blog

Video: Who Protects Your Vote? The 'Independent State Legislature Theory,' Explained

League of Women Voters of Dare County | lwvdare@gmail.com | http://lwvdarenc.org/, Dare
County, NC 27948
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https://www.facebook.com/heathercoxrichardson
https://files.constantcontact.com/a9f210a5701/df697b1b-3e29-43e0-b812-ef3a3227248c.pdf
https://www.wral.com/nc-supreme-court-orders-multimillion-dollar-fund-transfer-for-leandro-education-plan/20555778/
https://www.npr.org/2022/11/04/1133586707/boys-men-labor-force-jobs-gender-gap-workforce
https://islandfreepress.org/outer-banks-news/election-results-for-dare-county-north-carolina-announced/
https://www.lwv.org/newsroom
https://www.lwv.org/blog
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