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President's Message
by Laura Singletary

I am still smiling after our fun filled event for InEquality Day. Our freedoms seem to be slipping
backwards and as women, we don’t always feel
that things are equal. However, sharing the stories
of suffragettes and modern day sheros, reminded
us just how far we have come. We find strength in
one another, especially when we recognize how
much they overcame to make their marks on
society. We heard stories about Nina Simone and
Ruth Bader Ginsberg, just to name two. We
learned how much these women had to endure to
pursue their goals. I gain strength to carry on
knowing what others have overcome. I hope you find strength being a part of our League.

CLICK HERE for LWV Dare Board of Directors/Leadership

League of Women Voters Sponsors

Mark Your Calendar! Upcoming Events
Important events can be found on the League's Calendar at the League of Women Voters of Dare
website. Click HERE to view the calendar of events.

Membership
by Susan Merrill

I bet after seeing all of the pictures and fun news that we have shared in the newsletter that you are
saying to yourself, “Self, I need to make sure I have paid my dues and joined for the current year
that began on July 1st!” Well, you’ve come to the right place. If you have not yet joined all you have
to do is click on this link for all the instructions you need to renew online or by mail: Join LWV-Dare.
If you are unsure if you’ve already renewed you can drop me a text at (703) 328-1863 or email
at semmerrill@gmail.com.
Looking forward to seeing you all at our Fall Kick-off in September.

Call to Action - Educating Voters
by Deb Helber

Spread the word about VOTE411! Are you a member of a
community group in Dare and Currituck Counties? We have
a wonderful opportunity for you to share information about
VOTE411. We have developed a short set of talking points
that describes what voters can find on the VOTE411
website. We hope you will share these talking points with
your community groups. You can also share a one-page
VOTE411 handout that describes all the information
available on VOTE411 (see below). You can find so much
voting information by just entering your address at
VOTE411.org. If you are interested in helping us spread the
word, please email deb@dhelber.com.

Education Report
by Marion Midgett

It’s back to school in Dare County. There are
education concerns.
* How will our schools fare with several of our central
office leaders having left in just two months?
* Will COVID stay away from our community and
schools—few children are vaccinated?
* Will our schools be plagued with more negativity
from a small local group that seems to want to find
wrong-doing in the administration?
* Will books in classrooms and media centers be
targeted for removal?
There is optimism as well: A five-year old in my neighborhood told me twice on Monday, “Tomorrow
is my first day of school and after that I get to go forever!”
Education issues and news continue to be all around us. The following items are of local and state
interest.
Local
·
Steve Blackstock was sworn in as Assistant Superintendent and as interim superintendent for
Dare County Schools on July 5, 2022. He worked in education as music teacher before coming to
Dare in 2002 and 14 years in Dare teaching at the elementary, middle, and high school levels. He
also worked as a coach, bus driver, and administrator. For the last 2 1/2 years, he worked with Hyde
County Schools as Director of Career and Technical Education, all K-12 instructional programs,
testing and accountability, and served as interim superintendent.

·
The Board of Education has decided to conduct a superintendent search in house rather than
hiring an outside consultant. A local committee of Board members, principals, and central office staff
has worked through the summer to establish a plan.
·
On June 30, 2022, the BOE voted to switch school board attorneys. They chose Poyner Spruill
LLP and its education law group of Raleigh, NC. formed in 2021 with nine experienced lawyers.
State
·
High on the minds of North Carolina teachers is a complicated proposal in the making over two
years to combine licensure with a salary structure. The Professional Education Preparation and
Standards Commission is considering the proposal that The NC Human Capital Roundtable and the
Southern Regional Education Board, neither of which has any legislative authority in North Carolina,
conceived and developed without the input of the three groups most impacted by the
proposal: teachers, public school human resource directors, and university-based educator
preparation programs. After complaints by these groups, subcommittees including them were added
to provide feedback. Feedback is not positive.
The model disincentivises traditional teacher preparation in lieu of alternative entry and lacks stable,
reliable salary increases for teachers. The “merit pay” debate continues and as of August 1, the
proposal did not include any recommendations for regular, annual salary increases for all teachers.
The NC Supreme Court heard arguments in the Leandro case on August 31. Remember Leandro
calls for full funding by the legislature of a quality education for every child in NC. The General
Assembly has failed to comply with the Leandro judgement, in the decades-old “basic education”
case requiring the State to spend much more to address inequities in public education and thereby
bring poorer systems up to the level of wealthier systems. The Legislature has a constitutional
responsibility to fully fund public schools but has been ignoring it.
ELECTION FOR THREE BOARD OF EDUCATION SEATS
ON THE BALLOT IN NOVEMBER 2022
General Election---November 8
District 1---East Lake, Stumpy Point, Manns Harbor, Manteo,
Incumbent: Frank Hester---Republican---Not running for reelection
Candidate: Barry Wickre---Republican--- Manteo
District 2---Kill Devil Hills, Colington, Nags Head
Incumbent: Joe Tauber---Republican---Not running for reelection
Candidate: Ronald Payne---Republican---Nags Head
Candidate: Jessica Fearns—Unaffiliated---Kill Devil Hills
District 3---Duck, Southern Shores, Kitty Hawk
Incumbent: Margaret Lawler---Democrat---Not running for reelection
Candidate: Matthew Brauer---Republican---Kitty Hawk
Candidate: Marie Russell-------Unaffiliated---Kitty Hawk

Inequality Day
by Rosemary Rollins

League of Women Voters Marks
“Inequality Day” by Celebrating
Valiant Women
Over 40 League members and guests
gathered at Sanctuary Vineyards on

August 27th to mark the 102nd
anniversary of the 1920 adoption of
the Nineteenth Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution. This day has been
called Women’s Equality Day for
decades, but this year the name
“Inequality Day” was adopted because
women are still fighting to achieve
such rights as equal pay and
reproductive justice.
Over glasses of world class local
wines, the day was commemorated
through a series of rousing threeminute talks that illuminated the
accomplishments of women who have
inspired the women’s rights movement
for centuries. The individuals
highlighted came from all eras and included Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Sojourner
Truth, Megan Rapinoe, Francis Ellen Watkins Harper, Serena Williams, and Nina Simone. The
event was so successful that it may become an annual occurrence. As Dare League members
prepare to help get out the vote for the 2022 midterm elections, the gathering was a reminder of how
much can be achieved through voter education and engagement.

Vote 411
by Lorelei Anthony DiBernardo

The General Election is on Tuesday Nov 8, 2022 and the Voter
Services Team is working to provide voter support for Dare and
Currituck Counties. VOTE411 is preparing to invite candidates
to participate in VOTE411.org, our On-Line Voter
Guide. VOTE411 Live Date is targeted for mid-September! We
will be out in the community around National Voter
Registration Day on Sept 20 answering questions about
Voting in NC and registering new voters! Plans are underway to
organize Candidate Forums for our local candidates … Check our website as the details become
available!

LWV-Dare has created and is distributing this Quick Reference Card for all local voting options and
sites
Remember: Early Voting (1-stop) starts on Oct 20 thru Nov 5. Absentee Ballots may be requested and
will be sent to you starting Sept 9 – they must be returned by Nov 8 at 5pm.

LWV Website News
requested shared article by Susan Pfaff

As you know, we redesigned our website about
6 months ago and I encourage all of you to
explore it: https://lwvdarenc.org/ There is so
much information on the site, including voter
Information, upcoming LWV member and
public events, and, just for fun, a gallery of
photos of past events.
DID YOU KNOW?
·

You can RSVP and pay online for

League Lunch & Learn events (formerly called,
League Luncheons) by just filling out a quick form right on our website. NOTE: Our Kick-off Event
RSVP is ready and waiting for you, HERE.
·
The Dare County Citizen’s Guide (the booklets prepared and distributed each year by LWVDare) is available digitally.
·

Our calendar of events is just a click away.

·

You can update your membership form and pay your dues on the website.

There are widgets (along the side or bottom of the website) depending on your device. Ah, you say,
“What’s a widget?” It’s a clickable shortcut to our most-used pages on the website. Go to the
website and try them out. They look like this:

What is Leandro v State?
submitted for sharing by Laura Singletary

In 1994, parents, students and school
districts in low-wealth, rural NC
counties filed a lawsuit (L eandro v.
State cases) alleging that students in
these counties were denied their right
to a sound basic education under the
NC constitution. NC’s constitution
clearly states that it is the state’s
responsibility to provide a sound, basic
education for all children. Many states
in the country do not have such a
mandate in their constitution. The
Leandro case affirmed that inequitable
and inadequate school funding bars access to a sound, basic public education,
particularly for students of color and those from families with low incomes.
The NC Supreme Court allowed the case to go to trial in 1997. In 2002, the court found
that there was a violation of the students’ rights to a sound, basic education and
ordered the State to remedy this violation by providing:
A “competent, certified, well-trained teacher who is -(click HERE to continue reading)

League of Women Voters of Dare County Welcome Back Dinner
You are invited to our Welcome Back Dinner to kick off our 35th year as League of Women Voters
of Dare County.
The festivities will start at 5:30 pm on September 14th at the Duck Woods Country Club in

Southern Shores. Our menu includes:
Traditional Salad Bar with Rolls
Chicken Piccata
Vegetable Pasta Primavera
LWV Cake
Beverage Station of Tea & Coffee
Cash bar
Our cost is $30 per person - inclusive of tax and gratuity.
Guests are encouraged to attend!
This year's theme is All About Elections and our guest speaker will be Jackie Tillett, Director of the
Dare Co. Board of Elections. We will also get an update from our Voter Services Team as we gear
up for the election on November 8th. In addition our Programs Team will provide an overview of
plans for the rest of the year.
You and your guests must register on-line by Wednesday, September 7th.
This is a new way to RSVP. Please register on our website here.
You have 3 options to pay,
1- send a check to: LWV of Dare / PO Box 689 / Kitty Hawk NC 27949
2- pay at the door. (payment will be required unless reservation is cancelled by September 7th).
3- pay online

Citizen's Guide
by Carol Butscher

Hello everyone!
I'm gearing up for another exciting, fun filled year of publishing
the 2023 Citizen's Guide! The process starts in September and
distribution is in February. Right now I'm looking for a member
who can use Word and Excel to help with the initial set-up. It
would be great if you know how to do Mail Merge, labels etc. If
not, I can help you with that. Call me at 202-207-5667 if you are
interested in more information. I will be asking for volunteers for
bundling and distribution in December.

Heather Cox Richardson
Election Security
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LWV Voting FAQs
What Happens After You Vote in NC
Final Briefs Pave Way for NC Supreme Court's Latest Take on Long Running Leandro
Case
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