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President's Message
by Laura Singletary

September 20th was National Voter Registration
Day and League volunteers once again spanned
out among our communities to educate voters,
provide Vote411 information, hand out upcoming
election dates and provide voter registration
forms. This is what we do. LWV has the
organization and resources to help educate the
public. Most important of our core values is that we
ADVOCATE. We don’t endorse candidates, but we
do try to educate the public on the issues and we
stand up for our positions.
Last night I attended a program entitled, “Democracy at Risk”. We had a conversation about
how democracies die and how our democracy is under threat. Election disinformation and
misinformation is taking root. Democracy simply cannot function in the absence of voter
confidence. It is easy to get angry about the current situation, to wonder how can I make a
difference? I don’t understand the “other” side and I don’t want to talk to “them”. Jane
Goodall once said, “Cumulatively small decisions, choices, actions, make a very big
difference.”

Will you take action to combat the misinformation that elections are rigged? I ask each
of you to share this video with three people you know. “What Happened After You
Vote in NC” was developed by LWVNC. In this video we go over the process so that
viewers can better understand how this all works in the days leading up to and following
an election. Start the conversation with friends and neighbors and make a very big
difference.
Click on the video below to watch or scan the QR code.

CLICK HERE for LWV Dare Board of Directors/Leadership

League of Women Voters Sponsors

Upcoming Events
Important events can be found on the League's Calendar at the League of Women Voters of Dare
website. Click HERE to view the calendar of events.

More information may be found at this link:
Candidate Forum Info

Join us for the October ‘League Lunch and Learn’ to learn of
the many ways the College of the Albemarle and its new
facility in Manteo will impact the people and places of Dare
County.
Speaker: Dean Timothy Sweeney
When: Friday, October 7th at 11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Where: College of the Albemarle 205 Highway 64 S, Manteo,

NC 27954 Veterans Memorial Hall (Room 110)
Lunch: Catered by The Hungry Pelican and served at the
College of Albemarle Price is: $15.00.

RSVP: On our website at: RSVP League Lunch & Learn You’ll also
be able to choose your menu items and a payment option.

Membership
by Susan Merrill

Happy Fall! Or at least for today it is Fall...no telling what season tomorrow will be.
Hoping that you and yours had a relaxing summer and got to the beach a few times to enjoy
the scenery and the tourist industry that provides so much for our local economy.
Please join me in welcoming the following members who have joined over the summer; Becky Huff,
Maureen McGrath, Tianna Stathis, Megan Conway and Mollie Isaacs (who is rejoining after several
inactive years).
The current fiscal year expired on June 30th so if you plan on rejoining please do so ASAP. You can
use the website with a credit card: Join LWV-Dare. or snail mail at PO Box 689, Kitty Hawk,
27949.
If you are unsure if you’ve already renewed you can drop me a text at (703) 328-1863 or email
at semmerrill@gmail.com.
See you soon!

Dare County Board of Education Candidate Forum
by Lorelei DiBernardo

* * * * Dare County Board of Education * * * *
Candidate Forum
Wednesday, October 12, 2022
Nags Head Elementary School, 7pm
The Dare County League of Women Voters invites you to join us for this opportunity to see
and hear your candidates for the Dare County Board of Education. Questions submitted by
Voters, both during the event as well as prior to the event, will be posed to the
candidates. Come and learn about their positions, ideas, and priorities! If you would like to
submit a question for the Candidates, send it to lwvdare@gmail.com, along with your name
and town.
Here’s a link for more information: Candidates Forum .
Learn about your candidates BEFORE you vote!

Education Report
by Marion Midgett

Here is a recap of the Dare Board of Ed meeting
from September:
1. Proposed by Chair David Twiddy to make Board

Meetings more efficient:
· Monthly agendas be business only. Recognitions,
tours, and highlights could be scheduled at a different
time.
· All future meetings could be held at the County
Commissioner’s Meeting Room on Roanoke Island.
This facility is already equipped with video and
broadcast tech so that no equipment will need to be
hauled to different locations each month. NOTE:
Member Lawler suggested some meetings still be
scheduled on the beach. Additionally, the county has
set up a space in the Fessenden Center Annex where Hatteras Island residents can offer
comments.
The Board of Education will take up these proposals again when it meets at Cape Hatteras
Elementary School on October 11, 2022.
2. Member Balance asked for a discussion of whether home-schooled students should be allowed
to participate in school sports based on e-mail requests to her. There would be many things to
consider: NC High School Athletic Association rules, and student eligibility (grades, behavior, etc.),
for two. The new attorney, Rachel Hitch will research the issue and report at October meeting.
3. Steve Blackstock, Interim Superintendent, reported to the Board about District Accountability in
terms of student growth scores and proficiency scores for 2021-22. His bottom line assessment is
that Dare County Schools are “moving in the right direction after three years of COVID disrupted
learning:” The graduation rate continues to be excellent and ACT bench marks increased in this
report.
The entire September Board of Education meeting can be viewed HERE.
Leandro Program Recap:
On Saturday, September 24 at Virginia Tillett Community Center on Roanoke Island, a League
planned education program focused on the Leandro Case/Plan . Rev. Suzanne Parker Miller of the
group NC Pastors for Children and the Every Child NC coalition presented an excellent overview of
the plan to provide a sound basic education for every child by allocating state funds to low-wealth
districts. She customized the presentation with demographic info for Dare County.

Happy Birthday – Title IX – 50 Years Strong
by Nancy Birindelli

The successful Inequality Day event that
was recently held focused on pioneering
women who worked diligently to advocate
for women’s rights. Of the highlighted
females whose bios were presented, two
were women who currently participate in the
world of athletics. This year marks the 50th
Anniversary of Title IX which opened many,
but not all, doors for women athletes to
pursue their endeavors in a more equal
footing with their male counterparts. There
are a few points of interest that I would like
to share with you.
My mother-in-law was a women’s basketball and tennis coach ahead of her time. She was highly
successful in volunteering her talents to take several Catholic high school girls’ basketball teams to
state championship in the days when there were 6 players on each team – 3 on offense and 3 on
defense. Neither could cross the center line since that extra running down the full court may have
been too exhausting. Charlotte was recruited by Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) to be

their first women’s basketball and tennis coach. Since she did not have a degree, she was enrolled
as a PE major and graduated as a 57 year old grandma years later. During her tenue at VCU she
had to scrape up gear, uniforms, practice courts, and then playing time to provide an experience for
her “girls”. But she survived, and the girls excelled! She was still the coach when Title IX was
passed but was not able to take advantage of the better opportunities since the wheels of progress
turned slowly.
Jumping ahead to 2005, Megan Rapinoe began her successful soccer career at the University of
Portland taking the team to the NCAA Division I National Soccer Championship. As an aside, my
granddaughter graduated from Portland in May playing with a soccer scholarship (not quite as great
as Megan – but certainly benefited from her influence!). Rapinoe then joined the professional ranks
and won medals at the 2012 and 2020 Olympics and the FICA World Cup Championships in 2011,
2015, and 2019 – the latter two were rewarded with the first ticker tape parades on Broadway for any
women’s athletic team! In 2019 she, along with other professional soccer women, filed a law suit
with the EEOC seeking equal pay status with their male counterparts. They were finally awarded a
$24 million settlement and guaranteed equal pay in future women’s teams. Megan was awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedom by President Biden for her activism and advocacy of women’s
sports.
The equality issue in women’s sports, however, is still not a reality. Brittney Griner, the WNBA
basketball star who is currently imprisoned in Russia, receives such a meager salary playing
professionally in the US that she also plays internationally in the off season where she commands a
salary in the millions. There are also few women employed as professional coaches, referees or
corporate CEOs so that “equal” does not exist in the ranks.
Of course, no story of success about women in sports would be complete without honoring the
famous Serena Williams who just hung up her tennis racket after an amazingly successful
career! She and Megan along with other GOATs such as Simone Biles have achieved their
greatness by overcoming overwhelming odds; but their successes can be a great inspiration to the
scores of young girls and women who seek to have their athletic talents recognized. When Title IX
was passed in 1972, there were approximately 500,000 girls playing high school sports, today there
are 3.4 million; the college ranks have also increased considerably. However, we celebrated
Inequality Day a few weeks ago, and sports provides just one more arena where greater emphasis
on equal rights still has room for improvement!

Fundraising
by Nancy Birindelli, Treasurer

Our annual Fundraising Campaign is gearing up to raise revenue for our various
activities. There are two opportunities for members to support these efforts
The first is the request for donations from the towns and businesses for the printing
and distribution of the 2023 Citizen’s Guide. It is also an opportunity for members to
make a tax-deductible contribution to support the publication. All donations are greatly
appreciated, but those that are $100 or more will be listed on the back page of the
booklet along with other contributors. The monies are deposited into the Citizen
Education Fund (CEF) which is our 501(c)(3) account – hence, the tax-deductible
status. Along with the Citizen’s Guide, those funds can be used for Voter Service and
Programming expenses as well as paying for half of our Per Member Payment (PMP
– dues) to LWV-US. The deadline for donations Is December 15.
If you would like to contribute, please send a check (sorry, no charges) made payable to LWVNC,
Inc. and mail it to:
LWV of Dare County
P.O. Box 689
Kitty Hawk, NC 27949
The second is the silent and live auctions to be held at the Holiday Luncheon at the Duck Woods
Country Club on December 2. Members are asked to donate items that might be of interest to
others to purchase. There are individual “gifts” such as treasures that are at your home or gift

certificates at local establishments and larger collective packages that could be presented as part of
the live auction – overseen by our auctioneer extraordinaire, Tony DiBernardo. Details of this event
will be forthcoming next month, but do be thinking about what you might be able to offer as auction
items. The funds raised in this event at NOT tax-deductible since they are for the use of your local
League at its discretion.
Thank you for your consideration of these fundraising opportunities. If you have any questions or
comments, please send them my way at bbirindelli@aol.com

Become an Observer of County Boards of Election Meetings in
North Carolina
by Laura Singletary

Democracy is fragile – it is certainly not something
to be taken for granted. And while we tend to focus
on the highest offices in the land – such as the
President and the lawmakers in the U.S. Congress –
it’s often what happens in our backyards that
impacts our lives most. Many people are looking for
a way to get involved in protecting our right to vote
and supporting the basic infrastructure of our
elections.
One essential way is to observe County Board of Elections meetings near you. The elected officials
serving on these boards need oversight. The Dare County BOE absentee meeting #1 will be
October 4, 2022 at 2:00 pm in the Commissioner’s Board room at the government complex in
Manteo. Please call Laura Singletary for more information.
Click HERE for a link to the website.

Citizen's Guide
by Carol Butscher

Hello everyone!
I'm gearing up for another exciting, fun filled year of publishing
the 2023 Citizen's Guide! The process starts in September and
distribution is in February. Right now I'm looking for a member
who can use Word and Excel to help with the initial set-up. It
would be great if you know how to do Mail Merge, labels etc. If
not, I can help you with that. Call me at 202-207-5667 if you are
interested in more information. I will be asking for volunteers for
bundling and distribution in December.

OBX Common Good

summited article Nancy Birindelli

Farewell Message from Nancy Proctor
The Sun has set. It’s been a great run. Little did I know 15 years
ago Outer Banks CommonGood would grow to 3,000
subscribers, 1000 volunteer opportunities, 100’s of events and
meetings.
OBXCommonGood would grow to focus on the Common
Goodness of people. We have a lot more in common than the
petty bickering we see on many Facebook blogs and letters to the
editor. I learned that most people mean well. (Except for a few
that think I am a Marxist communist.) We have so many groups,
programs and events in the Outer Banks, you can volunteer to
meet your interests, time and energy. We have volunteers and
events to: Stop Hunger; Provide for the Homeless; Support at-risk youth; Keep track of Dolphins,
Turtles and Horses; Celebrate History and Heritage; Respect and Support diversity; and Clean up
Beaches. I think this is amazing.
I am ending our production of OBXCommonGood website, Facebook, Calendar and E-News. A
special thank you to Susan Merrill who managed the Calendar, well done. She even kept the
Calendar up-to-date when she took five week road trips.
You are in good hands to promote your good work. Local news welcome press releases from local
events and programs. Facebook is really popular here. You can send messages, the latest news,
Events and more. Facebook pages and groups may replace your website. We have very talented
web designers here.
Thanks to everyone. It has been personally a great journey. I will still be around. I’m taking some
time to revisit my interests, values, and goals. My family is here, except my granddaughter is at NC
State. I have lifelong friends. I have access to good medical care. I’m still a Google fanatic and a Life
Long Learner. On my desk is a plaque that reads ‘’Take Time to Do What Makes Your Soul
Happy’. I’m planning on doing just that.
--Nancy Proctor
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