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Co-President's Message
by Judy Lotas

Gun Rights and Wrongs
Please, no more thoughts and
prayers. They give us the illusion that
we’re doing something about gun
violence. We’re not.
In our country, it should not be
possible for an 18-year-old kid to
walk into a gun store, legally buy two assault-style rifles and a big bag of bullets and say, “charge it,
please”.
Gov. Abbott says Uvalde is not about guns, it’s about mental health. He’s half right. It’s about mental
health AND gun promiscuity. The Second Amendment talks about regulation. Good idea back when
there were flintlocks, a genius idea now with AR-15s available over the counter.
Let’s have strong laws that outlaw weapons of war for personal use and make purchasing a gun at
least as complicated as getting a passport or a driver’s license. When the #1 cause of death among
children is gunfire, grown-ups need to get profoundly serious
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SAVE THE DATE
Dare Days
When: June 4th, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Where: Manteo Dare Days, Roanoke Island Festival Park
The League will have a table (staffed by volunteers) to greet the public and provide information about
the League. Please stop by to support your fellow League member and maybe help promote our local
League and our mission.

League's Annual Meeting (Members Only)

When: June 3, 2022, 11:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Where: Captain George's Restaurant, Kill Devil Hills
League's Annual Strategic Planning Retreat (Members Only)
When: June 15th, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Where: Dare County Visitor's Bureau

In Case You Missed it: the League's Program on the Judicial Branch
by Laura Singletary

League of Women Voters of Dare
County presented a public program
on May 19th on the North Carolina
Judicial Branch: An understanding of
our state court system. A

distinguished panel of judges from the First Judicial District talked about the role of each court;
Magistrates, District, and Superior Court. The distinguished panel were Judge Linda McGee, Chief
Judge, NC Court of Appels (Retired), former Assistant District Attorney Nancy Lamb, District Court
Judge Amber Davis Malarney, and Superior Court Judge Eula Reid. Each woman spoke about her
years of service and the changes of the courts over the years.
Judge McGee described the mission of the North Carolina Judicial branch “to protect and preserve
the rights and liberties of all the people…by providing a fair, independent and accessible forum for the
just, timely, and economical resolution of their legal affairs”. Judge McGee described the changes to
the court system over her term. For one thing, Judges are more diverse. When most of these women
started their careers, there were few women in the profession.
The Supreme Court of North Carolina is the state’s highest court, and there is no further appeal from
its decisions on matters of state law. It is made up of the Chief Justice, who also serves as head of
the Judicial Branch, and six associate justices. The Supreme Court has no jury and makes no
determinations of fact, but it considers whether error occurred at trial or in judicial interpretation of the
law.
Assistant District Attorney Nancy Lamb described how much the judicial system has changed since
she started her career. For one thing, the faces are more diverse. Today women, African American
men and minorities have joined the white men who dominated in the past. Ms. Lamb talked about the
discretion the District Attorney has in determining cases to prosecute.
District Court Judge Amber Davis continued the discussion and told the audience how important it is
to elect judges based on their profile and experience. Voting by party alone does not always elect the
most qualified candidate. Citizens should consider the whole person and not just the party. All
members of the panel agreed that judicial elections should be non-partisan.
Judge Eula Reid explained NC has 48 districts across the state. Superior courts hear civil and criminal
cases. Every six months, superior court judges rotate among the districts within their divisions. The
rotation system is provided for by the state constitution and designed to minimize conflicts of interest

that might result from having a permanent judge in one district. Judge Reid described today’s courts
work to help those who have mental or drug issues. For example, today some defendants are sent
into treatment programs instead of jail. They seek solutions for each case and not just punishment.
The whole program gave the audience a unique perspective on how the courts have changed. Each
of us learned something new about our court system. The League of Women of Dare County express
our gratitude to these women who serve our community.

Membership
by Susan Merrill

The question I am asked the most is: "Susan, do you have cash on you? I only get one phone call."
But the question I am asked the second most is "Why should I join the League?" And to that, friends, I
say there are really too many reasons to mention, so I'll just touch on the top three. First, the League
is a group of amazing women and men with diverse backgrounds and beliefs, but they share a central
idea that our should be a society where all are equal and protected under the law. Working toward
that goal is a core value of the League and how awesome is that?
Second, like our friends at the Justice League we get cool hero names and costumes. Okay, that's
not entirely true. (But we do sometimes wear amazing hats and period costumes.) What is true is that
the league hosts a regular gatherings featuring some of the true super heroes in our community like
Dr. Sheila Davies, Dare County's Public Health Director, Willa Cofield, director and producer of "The
9 O'clock Whistle", and Dr. Lindsay Dubbs, a clean energy pioneer from our local Coastal Studies
Institute. Many opportunities are open to the public but you are more likely to hear about them as a
League member. And some are Members only events.
Finally, the League plays a key role in local elections by hosting forums that give candidates--who
might otherwise not have any kind of public platform--a chance to explain their candidacy to the public
and to answer questions live. There are many roles League members play in these forums: from
moderators and organizers to timekeepers and video recorders.
If anyone is reading this newsletter and would like to join or rejoin we would love to have you! On the
new website you can renew by credit card by clicking here on Become A Member. Or if snail mail

suits you please send your dues to PO Box 689, Kitty Hawk, 27949.
Looking forward to seeing everyone at our next gathering.

First President of the NC Equal Rights Association honored by Asheville
League
by Judy Lotas

Helen Morris Lewis was a pioneer in the women’s suffrage
movement. On May 22nd a marker was unveiled
commemorating her role on the National Votes for Women
Trail. Lewis was also the first woman to seek public election in
our state.
LWVNC president, Jo Nicholas spoke at the ceremony and
Judy Lotas attended from Dare. In the words of Ms. Lewis: “I
want to vote because so long as women are prevented from
legislation, so long will they be cramped and paralyzed by
powers over which they have no
control.”

Rally for Roe
by Judy Lotas

A carload of us went to Virginia Beach for the Bans Off
Our Bodies demonstration on May 14. An estimated 400
people attended. Most were young women, some pushing
strollers. There were fathers and grandfathers, husbands
and brothers, all making it clear that they believe in a
woman’s right to make a personal decision about whether
or when to become a mother.

Education Report
by Marion Midgett

[I don’t usually use the first person in these articles;
but, as I begin composing this, on May 24, I’m
learning about ANOTHER mass school shooting in
our country. It took place at a school for 2nd , 3 rd, and
4th graders in Uvalde, Texas. It comes just after the
mass shooting in Buffalo, New York. Meanwhile,
there has been a church invasion/shooting in
California in between the two, not to mention the
almost every day one-on-one shootings I read about
in the Virginian Pilot. This horrendous situation
frightens me; it could have happened to the little
people in our community that I saw on stage at
Manteo Elementary on Monday night in the musical Aladdin or the ones I see at School Board
meetings around the County where they show off their special programs and projects during
“instructional highlights.”]
Education issues and news continue to be all around us. The following items are of local and state
interest.

Local
·
Dare Schools Board Chair Joe Tauber stepped down from leadership in March; in addition, he’s
not running for his District 2 seat in November. The Board elected Vice-Chair David Twiddy chair and
Susan Bothwell vice-chair.
·
Associate Superintendent Sandy Kinzel will retire on June 30.
·
Secondary Director/ Director of Digital/Assistant Supt. Keith Parker will resign to go to work in
Elizabeth City after having just been elevated to the assistantship.
·
Johanna Parker will become Director of Elementary Education/Assistant Superintendent
·
One thousand Chromebooks (computers) for grades 6 through 9 will be purchased for next year
at a cost of $346,000. This is a “ refresh” as these grades have already had Chromebooks. Students
use a computer for their entire time at a school turning them in each summer.
·
In March Dr. Farrelly announced that Dare Schools was awarded a Center for Safe Schools
Safety Grant in the amount of $315,000. He said the grant will be used to implement a multi-platform
activation system that can be used anywhere in a school building during an emergency; he briefly
described different uses of the system.
·
The AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) program at Manteo High is on track to
become a State AVID Demonstration School—quite an honor. The curriculum/program preps
students for success in college.
·
The Kitty Hawk Elementary Odyssey of the Mind Team has placed third in the state competition
gaining an invitation to the World Finals in Ames, Iowa at the end of May. Seven fifth graders make up
the team which participates in activities that teach students how to develop and use their natural
creativity to become problem-solvers.
·
Two FFMS teachers, Susan Blackstock and Ricki Stewart have received NCCAT (North Carolina
Center for the Advancement of Teaching) scholarships to attend the Holocaust Educator Seminar in
Poland this June.
·
During the public comment segments of recent Board meeting, there have been fewer antiadministration speakers (mask issue gone), but, some have been very pointedly attacking the
superintendent and the Board about a budget issue, meeting policies, lack of communication, teacher
housing, etc. It seems some want to find wrong doing on the part of the central office staff; but, they
are often vague, cramming many comments into the allowable three minutes. One parent ranted
about the Raleigh–based Board attorney charging too much. He wants a local attorney. That would be
an attorney without the specialized knowledge, experience, and staff to meet the needs of the school
system.
·
On more positive notes, several other recent speakers have expressed concerns about
teacher/staff retention. Sometimes there is praise (from a teacher) and sadness about negativity, plus
a reminder that local salary supplement increases are needed. Also, there was a call for FFM school
lockers, more field trips, and more girls’ sports.
·
Two Board of Education hopeful candidates running a petition drive to get on the general
election ballot as “unaffiliated” introduced themselves during public comment in March. Both have
since qualified and will be on the November ballot. Jessica Fearns of KDH will run in District 2. Marie
Russell of Kitty Hawk will run in District 3. See end of this report for the full slate of BOE candidates.
·
Supplement increases are on the way in the new budget; the amount will be approximately $ 500
across the board. The average local teacher salary supplement is $4700, an amount is based on
longevity and has not been increased in ten years.
·
The BOE adopted its 2022-2023 budget of $71,066,449 on May 10, 2022 and sent it on to the
Dare County Commission. This overall budget includes a wide range of funding sources and planned
outlays:
Operating Budget with funds coming from Dare County, State, and Federal sources Capital
Improvement Plan
Capital Outlay Budget,
School Nutrition Budget,
After School Enrichment Program
Student Fees
·
Dare Schools will be allocated 20% of the County 2022-2023 budget. For fiscal year 2023 local
current expense for the school system totals $25,341,481. $250,000 will go to increase the teacher
supplements. Separately, the County will continue its community college guarantee scholarship
allocation of $250,000.
·
Dare Education Foundation efforts to expand teacher/housing at the KDH site from 24 to 32 units
are ongoing. There are plans (hopes) to establish housing on Roanoke Island but, land has not been
found. The very high cost of building is slowing down plans.
·
At the May 10 meeting, the BOE took the last State required mask policy vote, again making
wearing a mask optional.
·
Superintendent John Farrelly has submitted his resignation effective June 30, 2022. Read more
about this breaking news in The Outer Banks Voice-Farrelly.

State
·
The North Carolina General Assembly is back for its short session to consider money matters
and adjust the second year of the two-year budget. Revenue is up significantly
--$4.2 billion, a nearly 15% increase-- and estimated to increase by $2 billion next year. With so much
revenue, the GA can and should vote to comply with the Leandro judgement, in the decades-old
“basic education” case requiring the State to spend much more to address inequities in public
education and thereby bring poorer systems up to the level of wealthier systems. The Legislature has
a constitutional responsibility to fully fund public schools but has been ignoring it.
·
The Governor wants funding of Leandro, Medicaid expansion, teacher salary increases, and
environmental protections.
ELECTION FOR THREE BOARD OF EDUCATION SEATS---ON THE BALLOT IN NOVEMBER 2022
General Election---November 8
District 1---East Lake, Stumpy Point, Manns Harbor, Manteo,
Incumbent: Frank Hester---Republican---Not running for reelection
Candidate: Barry Wickre---Republican--- Manteo
District 2---Kill Devil Hills, Colington, Nags Head
Incumbent: Joe Tauber---Republican---Not running for reelection
Candidate: Ronald Payne---Republican---Nags Head
Candidate: Jessica Fearns—Unaffiliated---Kill Devil Hills
District 3---Duck, Southern Shores, Kitty Hawk
Incumbent: Margaret Lawler---Democrat---Not running for reelection
Candidate: Matthew Brauer---Republican---Kitty Hawk
Candidate: Marie Russell-------Unaffiliated---Kitty Hawk
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