May 2022 Newsletter

Co-President's Message
by Laura Singletary

May Day is the cross-quarter day that
marks the midpoint in Spring. We are
now half way between the Spring
Equinox & the Summer Solstice. As
we move closer to summer here on
the Outer Banks, the tourists flock to
enjoy the bounty of our beach
community. Meanwhile, we prepare
to host family and friends to share
our homes and the summer sun. It’s an incredibly joyful, festive time. It is a time for coming together,
to celebrate life. Nature has an amazing ability to reproduce itself, and in such a stunning & beautiful
way. It’s important to honor this power that nature holds – a power that we, as humans, also hold.
Right now, when the Earth is bursting with fertile energy, is a powerful time to acknowledge and
celebrate life.
A new month, a new beginning, new mindset, new focus, new start,
new intentions, new results.
It is a time for self-reflection and planning for the fall. Here are some
wonderful questions to ask yourself at this time of year.
·
·
·

What is bringing you great joy in your life?
What do you hope to grow in your life?
What do you want to harvest in the fall?

As an organization, we ask these same questions as we prepare for
our annual meeting. The leadership team is preparing an interactive
meeting with input from each of you. We are grateful for the growth of
our membership and we want to tap the talents, skills and experience
of our members. We want to provide meaningful programs for next year, programs that excite you and
bring your joy. Join us on June 3rd and be informed, motivated, and inspired by the work we can do
together.

Click HERE for LWV Dare Officers and Directors 2021
League of Women Voters Sponsors

SAVE THE DATE
League Luncheon with Karen Brown, President and CEO of the Outer Banks Chamber of
Commerce
When: Thursday, May 12 at 11:30 am
Where: 3 Tequilas Restaurant, 804 S Croatan Hwy
Did you know that you are a member of the Chamber? We joined as an organization which provides
each of us membership as well. Karen will discuss the opportunities for us as a group and as
individuals. Lunch is $25, payable at the door by cash or credit card. This includes a choice of entree
plus beans and rice, drinks (coffee, ice tea, soda and water) tip (18 per cent) and taxes. The entree
choices are fajitas, vegetarian quesadillas, or taco bar.
RSVP on our website
Public Program: An Understanding of our State Court System
When: Thursday, May 19 at 7:00 pm
Where: Dare County Courthouse, 962 Marshall C. Collins Drive, Manteo
Linda McGee, Chief Judge of the NC Court of Appeals (retired) and LWV Dare Board Member will
moderate a panel of four women judges from the First Judicial District. The roles of each court will be
discussed during the hour-long panel discussion. Written questions about our system of justice may
be submitted during the program.

You can check out Save the Date events on the League's website HERE.

League Luncheon
by Glenda Keel

At a luncheon on May 12 members of League of Women Voters and their invited guests will learn
about the mission and services of the OBX Chamber of Commerce.
The buffet luncheon will be held at 3 Tequilas Restaurant, 804 S. Croatan Highway in Kill Devil Hill at
11:30 A.M. Reservations are required. Payment will be made to LWV of Dare and the preferred
method of payment is cash or check.
The luncheon speaker, Karen Brown, became President and CEO of the OBX Chamber of Commerce
in 2012. Previously she served in a management position with the Chamber of Bonita Springs,
Florida, and in 2007 she moved to Georgia to accept the dual roles of President/CEO of the Pike
County Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development Director of the Development Authority of
Pike County.
In 2016 under Ms. Brown’s leadership the OBX Chamber was named Outstanding Chamber of the
Year by the Carolina Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives. In 2018 Karen was named
Chamber Executive of the Year for North Carolina.
At the luncheon LWV members and guests will learn about the goals and activities of the
Chamber. One of its primary goals is to provide opportunities for its membership to be successful in
their businesses and organizations. LWV of Dare County, a member of the OBX Chamber of
Commerce, seeks information on how to take full advantage of these opportunities.
Please make reservations by May 11. RSVP HERE

Board of Directors Meeting 2022
by Fran Kapinos

Our nominating committee was composed of, Fran Kapinos,
Susan Merrill and Audrey Esposito. Other board members
were also asked for input, with an effort to include newer
members as chairpersons (or co-chairs) for various
committees. The following members agreed to serve and will
be elected and installed for 2 year, or 1 year terms, as defined
in our Bylaws. Please join us to meet the new officers and vote
them into office at our Annual Meeting on June 3. We have an
interactive meeting planned and want to hear from each of
you, so RSVP now! Our theme for this year is, Imagine the
Possibilities. We need you and your ideas to make next year
successful for our organization.
What: Annual Meeting
When: Friday, June 3, 2022 11:00 am - 2:30 pm
Where: Captain George’s Restaurant, 705 S Croatan Hwy, KDH
We are pleased to share with you our list of nominees:
Officers:
Vice President- Ginger Walters (2022-2024)
Treasurer- Nancy Birindelli (2022-2024)
Elected Director/Membership- Susan Merrill (2022-2024)
Elected Director/Education- Marion Midgett (2022-2024)
Nominating Chair:
Fran Kapinos (2022-2023)
Nominating Committee:
Margaret Lawler (2022-2023)
Continuing as Officers for (2021-2023):
President- Laura Singletary
Secretary- Tanta Lockhardt-Hendricks
Elected Director/Vote 411- Deb Helber
Elected Director/Citizens Guide - Carol Butscher
Immediate Past Co-President - Judy Lotas
Appointed Directors as Committee Chairs/Co Chairs (2022-2023):
Programs- Courtney Gallop and Claudia Kozinetz
Voter Services- Lorelei DiBernardo, Marcie Ries, Linda McGee
Voter Registration- Barrie Place & Ginger Walters
Health- Alicia Wingate, Tess Judge
Environment- Amanda Hooper
Board of Elections Rep- Audrey Esposito
Publicity- Rosemary Rawlins
Newsletter Editor- John Towler
Webmaster- Susan Pfaff
Outreach- Jessica Loose
RSVP HERE
You may choose to pay online, send a check, or pay at the door.

Membership

by Susan Merrill

Welcome Spring!
Our current membership is up to 112! Welcome to Loismary Hoehne who is our newest member.
Please join us at our Annual Meeting on June 3rd where we can meet all of our new members and
welcome them! This will be our next opportunity to be together and share ideas and enthusiasm for
the coming League Year.
Which reminds me.... our current year is coming to a close in June. We have six members who have
renewed for next year (July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023) already! Would you like to join the Eager
Beaver Club and rejoin now? Go to https://lwvdarenc.org/become-a-member/ Look for your renewal
form coming in the mail for a hard copy to bring to the annual meeting or send in by mail.
"Which reminds me" PART 2... Please share who we are and what we do with your friends. We are
always looking to increase membership and maybe your friend could be lucky number 113!
See you June 3rd!

Emergency Management Tour and Talk
by Susan Merrill

On April 8th members and a couple of guests enjoyed a Go
See Tour and Talk at the Dare County Emergency department
in Manteo. The director, Drew Pearson gave us a tour of the
building, that while looking brand new, was commissioned in
2017. We also learned a lot about how the county's
response system works when an emergency occurs. (He
also expressed Kudos for the work of the League's own Dr.
Sheila Davies with the COVID emergency!).

For those who are not aware, Dare County has a fairly
new alert system in place, OBXAlerts. The system is
easy to sign up for and once registered you will receive
messages via email, text and or phone call for status of
any emergency. Go to
:https://www.darenc.com/departments/emergencymanagement/emergency-alerts to sign up.

Vote411 is Live
The League of Women Voters of North Carolina announced this
week that its nonpartisan voter guide, VOTE411.org, is now ready to be
accessed by North Carolinians as they prepare to cast their ballots in the
May 17 primary election. VOTE411.org is a comprehensive resource on
voting information, where citizens can learn about the policy positions of
candidates, get detailed instructions on registering to vote, find an early
voting location in their county, confirm their Election Day polling place,
and take the guesswork out of the absentee-by-mail process.
Voters in 30 counties – which are represented by 13 local League of
Women Voters organizations – can also access personalized candidate
voter guides. For those counties, the League of Women Voters has contacted all local candidates,
giving them the opportunity to provide voters with their contact information, responses to broad
survey questions, and personal profiles. VOTE411.org provides information on 808 candidates in 237
municipal races.
VOTE411.org continues the commitment of the League of Women Voters to provide the information
voters need to become empowered citizens. From the League’s founding in February 1920, it has
been dedicated to the belief that citizens should play a critical role in our democracy.
The League of Women Voters of North Carolina is a grassroots nonpartisan organization dedicated to
encouraging citizens’ participation in government and understanding of important issues through
education and advocacy. The League of Women Voters neither endorses nor opposes political
parties or candidates for office.
A note for local Leagues: Find VOTE411 brand standards, logo files, social media graphics, and
more on the LWVUS site – very helpful for your VOTE411 messaging!
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