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Co-President's Message
by Laura Singletary

LAUGHTER! SO GOOD TO HEAR.
Our new member welcome and
102nd League Anniversary
celebration was downright fun. Who
knew we had comediennes among
us? As well as diplomats, scientists,
a mayor, an epidemiologist,
educators and key community
leaders.
Covid tried but failed to make the Dare League cower. Since 2019 we have welcomed 40 new
members. The party at Duck Woods Country Club was a mix of getting-to-know-you, Trivia games,
League history, eating, drinking and enjoying being sociable again.
We are feeling our strength and grateful for it as
we head toward midterms. Our Voter Registration
drive begins April 11. The League’s VOTE411
website will be populated shortly. It is THE onestop shop for candidate positions and voting
information.
Be sure to check our new website, lwvdarenc.org
for latest news and volunteer opportunities.
Check under the “Join Us” tab, click on Volunteer,
and sign up to register voters. Check under
“Events” and find what’s coming up.
Enjoy spring and remember…. pollen makes
pretty. Eventually.
Judy

Click HERE for LWV Dare Officers and Directors 2021
League of Women Voters Sponsors

SAVE THE DATE

You can check out Save the Date events on the League's website! Click HERE.

Scenes from the League Luncheon

League New Member Welcome Party
by Rosemary Rollins

Dare LWV Welcomes 40 New Members, Gears Up for Midterms
The Dare League of Women Voters gathered together on March 24 th at the Duck Woods Country
Club for their first new member welcoming party since 2019. With admiration and more than a little
laughter, all present newcomers were introduced through bios laced with a mix of sincerity and
spontaneity. Since the pandemic began, Dare League has welcomed 40 new members and is now
111 members strong.
“Empowering Voters, Defending Democracy” is the rallying cry of this spirited organization, so look for
LWV volunteers at voter registration events throughout the community the week of April 11th. Some
important upcoming dates are:
·
·
·

Voter registration open now through April 22nd
Early voting begins April 28 th and goes through May 14th
Primary Election Day is May 17 th

League Board Members are now populating the VOTE 411 website with midterm election information
on voter registration instructions, polling places, and candidates running for office, so be sure to
check www.Vote411.org before you vote. Vote 411 will go live on April 22, 2022. Midterm elections
usually have low turnout, and Dare League wants that to change. Informed citizens are the backbone
of our democracy. Let’s get out and vote!

Membership

by Susan Merrill

March did not quite go out like a lamb but we sure needed that deluge to wash away all the pollen.
Our Welcome Luncheon for new members was a tremendous success and it was nice to see familiar
faces live and in person. Now that we've blow past the century mark for new members, let's go for
150!
If anyone is reading this newsletter and would like to join or rejoin we would love to have you! At the
brand new wonderful website you can renew by credit card; www.lwvdarnc.org. Or if snail mail suits
you please send your dues to PO Box 689, Kitty Hawk, 27949.
Looking forward to seeing everyone at our next gathering.

League Luncheon - Charitocracy
by John Towler

What is a simple, fair and inclusive way to involve everyday
people in philanthropy?
That was the kernel of the idea behind Charitocracy, an
Outer Banks charity that now has a nationwide impact. As
described on its website, Charitocracy is “the intersection of
charity and democracy: the power of the people, each
donating a relatively small amount, to decide how best to
spend the collective sum”.
Charitocracy was founded by Jessica Sands and Benj
Lipchak. As Lipchak tells the story, he was developing ideas
for a social entrepreneurship course in 2011. After outlining
the basics of his philanthropy plan to his boss, his boss
suggested the name “Charitocracy,” which Lipchak thought
sounded terrible at the time. However, by 2016, after 4
years of working on the project, Lipchak and Sands’ website was ready and by then the name
“Charitocracy” had stuck.
The couple were the featured guests for the League of Women Voters monthly luncheon, held at 3

Tequilas restaurant in Kill Devil Hills on March 17th. They described the entire arc of Charitocracy’s
conception and birth and the success of the program since then. Lipchak is the nuts and bolts guy
behind the website: Sands handles the financial end as well as marketing and content creation.
Together they make a formidable team and their work has raised thousands for over 60 charities
across the US.
Charitocracy is funded by small donors across
the country. Each donor can contribute as little
as $1 but no matter how much or how little you
contribute, individuals are only allowed one vote
for their preferred charity each month. Donors
can pick from charities nominated by other
members or nominate charities of their own.
Each month, at the beginning of the month,
Charitocracy presents donors a slate of
charitable organizations to choose from and
donors can also submit new organizations for
consideration. As time moves on, the list is
whittled to a top 10 vote getters and then
toward the end of the month a top 3 vote
getters. Donors can cast their vote for one
charity or split their vote up to 5 ways for 5 different organization (each vote counting .2 if split 5 ways
or .5 if split 2 ways, for example). Donors can also change their vote so if their original choice is not in
the top 10 or top 3, they can still participate in selecting the winner.
The project has not been without unexpected hurdles, not the least of which being that in the early
years the local, Outer Banks charities frequently won out over national charities. In order to level the
playing field Sands and Lipchak created a spinoff Charitocracy for Outer Banks causes. Outer Banks
non-profits such as Hotline and Room in the Inn do not compete against national non-profits such as
the Red Cross or the American Cancer Society.
The national, state and non-OBX local charity winners are typically awarded $1000 or more. The
winning OBX nonprofit averages over $500. Organizations may only win once in a calendar year.
Charitocracyhas clearly been a rewarding project for Lipchak and Sands, but more importantly to
them is the sense of accomplishment and community that Charitocracy’s donors feel by participating
in the nomination and selection process. Whereas cutting a thousand dollar check for an individual
e about the organization or to sign up to become a donor.

Scenes from the 2022 St. Patrick's Day Parade

League Luncheon Plans for April 8
by Glenda Keel

Members of the Dare County League of Women Voters (LWV) to tour the county’s Emergency
Management Services headquarter followed by lunch at a local restaurant.
The monthly League Luncheon for April is entitled “An Overview of the Dare County Emergency
Management Services Program”. Participants will enjoy a Go-See tour of the EMS headquarters (370
Airport Road, Manteo, NC 27954) at 10:30 a.m. on April 8. Following the tour they will enjoy a noon
luncheon at Blue Water Grill and Raw Bar in Pirates’ Cove (2000 Sail Fish Drive, Manteo, NC 27954).
Members and guests are requested to RSVP by April 7 at
www.lwvdarenc.org/Events/LeagueLunches
Director Drew Pearson of the Dare County EMS will discuss what the agency does and the process
and authorities used in management decision making. He will also share some preparedness tips and
insights on several programs such as OBX Alerts, the mass notification system, and the Storm Surge
Awareness Program.
Mr. Pearson joined the EMS in 2014 after retiring from the Coast Guard as Commander, Sector San
Juan Puerto Rico. He holds advanced degrees in Public Administration and Emergency Management
and is a Certified Emergency Manager designated by the International Association of Emergency
Managers. He became the Director of the Dare EMS in 2015. Since then he has led the response and
recovery of five weather events designated as federal disasters. He has also provided strong support
for the public health response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Watch for your invitation to attend. Reservations are required so that a head count can be provided to
the restaurant. We request that you reserve by March 16. To do so please check out our website at
www.lwvdarenc.org/Events/LeagueLunches. You can also register by email at lwvdare@gmail.com

or by calling 252 261-5214.

Voter Registration Drive
by Voter Services Team

We are planning on setting up Voter Registration tables throughout the area in support of the May 17 Primary
Election and we need volunteers! The
locations are typically businesses or community centers we have used in the past, but you may also suggest
a business that you think would be open to this activity. As we talk to people in our community we will:
Register new Voters
Tell them about VOTE411.org
Distribute Voter Information
We are targeting the week of April 11 th for this activity, and you can select the date & time that is most
convenient for you! Early Voting starts on April 28, so any date before that is good! We typically schedule a 2
hour visit(s), during high traffic times. Scheduling the time to meet and greet customers will be up to each
volunteer by contacting the manager at the selected location and determining the best day / time to set
up. We will provide volunteers with Voter Registration Forms, Vote 411 Cards, Early Voting and Absentee
Voting Information & Sample Ballots.
As an FYI, here are some of the locations we have done Voter Registration in the past: Local High Schools,
COA, the Hotline sites, local Coffee Shops & Restaurants, Libraries, Baum Center, Fessenden Center. New
locations are welcome.
Please click on this link https://lwvdarenc.org/volunteer/ if you are interested in helping in this Voter
Registration effort. We will get back to you to finalize your location. Thank you in advance!

Video Links to League
Luncheons
Chris Sawin - President and
CEO of the Outer Banks
Community Foundation
Heather Cox Richardson
The Constitution does not Guarantee Equality
Apply to be a Poll Worker in Dare County
A Nation Run by Women
Supreme Court Stays out of NC Gerrymandering
Decisions - For Now
Unsung Heroes who Ended a Deadly Plague

George Bonner - Director of the

NC Renewable Ocean Energy
Program at CSI

